
SEALAND AVIATION TOOK THE BEAVER INTO THE 
AIR FOR THE FIRST TIME

News /  Manufacturer 

A few things can be as much exciting as a maidenflight. On Feb 23 2023, the first DHC-2 
Beaver took off at Campbell River regional airport, powered by the RED A03 V12 Jet-A 
compression ignition engine. At a quite comparable firewall forward weight compared to 
the R985, The RED A03 offers 550 hp which led to a remarkable short take-off distance and 
a steep climb. The JET-A solution is the answer to the future 100 LL restrictions.
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- The fuel consumptions is reduced

- Increased performance and climb

-  Increased range

-  Reduced carbon footprint

- SAF is an option

The DHC-2 conversion to the RED A03 is an answer to climate change considerations and far 
lower aircraft operating costs.

Sealand Aviation took the challenge and installed the RED A03 to a DHC-2 Beaver airframe in 
their facilities on Vancouver Island. As well recognised specialists, they are well known for an 
impressive range of DHC-2 conversions, modifications and maintenance. Sealand and RED 
teamed-up to make this happen, so the maiden flight was a milestone to step into the flight testing 
for the STC process which will be offered by Sealand Aviation soon. As the conversion already 
attracted some other Beaver owners in the pure mechanical process. The first sales discussions 
and planning are proceeding.
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