IRAN DEAL ADVOCATE, AN EX- ENVOY TO ISRAEL,
WAS ON BOEING PAYROLL

News / Manufacturer

A paid US consultant for Boeing advocated for the Iran nuclear deal without revealing his
ties to the aircraft maker and its vested interest in the deal’s success.

Thomas Pickering, a former US ambassador to Israel (1985-1988), was one of the most
persistent advocates for the sanctions relief for nuclear rollback deal, testifying before
Congress and writing op-eds.

Pickering told the Daily Beast on Wednesday that he was employed by Boeing from 2001-2006,
was a consultant from 2006-2015, and that the firm where he is now a principal, Hills & Company
International Consultancy, took over the consultancy last year. It was not clear if the firm is still a
consultant for Boeing.

The Daily Beast could not find evidence that Pickering revealed his relationship with Boeing while
pronouncing on the deal in the media or while testifying before Congress.

The deal mostly frees third parties that deal with Iran from US sanctions, but keeps in place most
bans on US entities dealing with Iran. An exception is Boeing, which is to sell civilian aircraft to
Iran, reportedly to the tune of $25 billion.

Iran wanted the Boeing component of the deal because its civilian airplanes are outmoded and
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have suffered multiple crashes in recent years.
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