
ACCELERATING ELECTRIFIED COMMERCIAL 
TRAVEL - SURF AIR MOBILITY ORDERS UP TO 150 
CESSNA GRAND CARAVAN EX

News /  Business aviation, Manufacturer 

Textron Aviation and Surf Air Mobility Inc., signed a purchase agreement for up to 150 
Cessna Grand Caravan EX single-engine turboprop aircraft, with an initial fleet order of 100 
aircraft and an option for 50 more. The order, which is subject to Surf Air Mobility obtaining 
financing, is part of an exclusive relationship between the two companies supporting Surf 
Air Mobility’s development of electrified Cessna Grand Caravan aircraft, beginning with a 
hybrid electric Cessna Grand Caravan aircraft powered by Surf Air Mobility’s proprietary 
powertrain technology.

Textron Aviation’s initial deliveries of the Cessna Grand Caravan EX aircraft to Surf Air 
Mobility, a company accelerating the adoption of electric regional air travel, are expected to 
begin in Q2 2022. Surf Air anticipates that its hybrid electric system for the Grand Caravan, 
upon certification, will power a 9-seat variant of the iconic single-engine turboprop.

“Hybrid electric propulsion technology, deployed at scale for environmental and 
commercial benefits, is an important part of the future of travel,” said Ron Draper, 
President & CEO, Textron Aviation. “This relationship with Surf Air Mobility leverages the 
unique performance capabilities of the Cessna Grand Caravan in both passenger and cargo © 2015-2026 50SKYSHADES.COM — Reproduction, copying, or redistribution for commercial purposes is prohibited. 1

https://to.50skyshades.com
https://to.50skyshades.com/news/manufacturer
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http://surfairmobility.com/textron-aviation-press-release-sam&esheet=52462466&newsitemid=20210720005370&lan=en-US&anchor=exclusive+relationship&index=4&md5=7fe5a2a9a92be33327aae87f4eff4d33
https://to.50skyshades.com


operations and continues to demonstrate the aircraft’s adaptability for innovative missions 
and configurations.”

The hybrid electric Cessna Grand Caravan aircraft is anticipated to be utilized by Surf Air Mobility 
across its own network, connecting more airports with short-haul direct service across the U.S. on 
a path to creating a regional mass transport platform to sustainably connect communities.

“This is an opportunity to showcase the combined expertise and technologies of both Textron 
Aviation and Surf Air Mobility,” said Rob Scholl, senior vice president, Textron eAviation. “The 
outstanding capabilities and versatility of the Grand Caravan make it an ideal aircraft to take 
advantage of this new technology.”

“The Cessna Grand Caravan EX is one of the most adaptable and prolific aircraft in flight today. 
Through this exclusive relationship with Textron Aviation, we’re able to make electrified aircraft 
broadly available to existing and new operators, and bring the benefits of lower cost, lower 
emission air travel to customers faster and at scale,” said Sudhin Shahani, Co-founder, CEO & 
Executive Chairman, Surf Air Mobility. “We believe electrifying the Cessna Grand Caravan is the 
most significant step that can be made toward reduced emission flying with the quickest path to 
market.”

The transactions between Textron Aviation and Surf Air Mobility are subject to certain closing 
conditions, including the receipt of financing by Surf Air Mobility.
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