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Messe Frankfurt Saudi Arabia has officially announced the launch of AERO Middle East x 
Sand & Fun 2026, a landmark aviation platform set to become the largest and most 
influential general aviation airshow in the Middle East. The event is being delivered in 
partnership with the Saudi Aviation Club, the Kingdom’s official general aviation club and 
independent non-profit organisation founded by H.R.H. Prince Sultan bin Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud, which works in affiliation with and under the umbrella of the General 
Authority of Civil Aviation, the regulator of Saudi Arabia’s civil aviation sector. This 
partnership provides strong institutional foundations and positions the event at the centre 
of Saudi Arabia’s established and growing general aviation ecosystem. 

Marking the regional debut of the globally recognised AERO brand, AERO Middle East x Sand & 
Fun 2026 will take place at Thumamah Airport, Riyadh, from 24-28 November 2026, reinforcing 
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Saudi Arabia’s role within the international general aviation, business aviation and advanced air 
mobility landscape. The launch represents a significant strategic expansion for Messe Frankfurt 
Saudi Arabia amid sustained global growth across general aviation and next-generation air 
mobility. The event introduces a new integrated aviation format that combines international 
business, investment and innovation with live flying displays, immersive public engagement and 
aviation lifestyle experiences, delivered as one unified event.

At the core of the platform, AERO Middle East brings the international B2B exhibition and strategic 
business dimension, led by Messe Frankfurt Saudi Arabia and focused on advancing general 
aviation, business aviation and future air mobility across the Middle East and beyond.

The exhibition will bring together leading global general aviation and business aviation OEMs, 
aircraft manufacturers and completions specialists, alongside avionics providers, flight systems 
suppliers and MRO companies, creating a comprehensive marketplace spanning the full aviation 
value chain, including advanced air mobility and eVTOL innovators showcasing the technologies, 
infrastructure requirements and operating models shaping the future of flight. 

Complementing the exhibition floor, the event will host a dedicated business programme designed 
to deliver tangible commercial outcomes. This will include investor engagement, international B2B 
matchmaking and hosted-buyer programmes, alongside policy and regulatory discussions 
addressing certification pathways, infrastructure development and market access for general 
aviation, business aviation and advanced air mobility operations.

These elements will be seamlessly integrated within the wider Sand & Fun airshow experience, 
extending the platform across five days with flying displays, aircraft showcases and public aviation 
programming. The Sand & Fun platform has already demonstrated strong national and institutional 
backing, with ministerial and government participation at the 2025 edition, reinforcing the 
credibility, scale and long-term support underpinning the combined AERO Middle East x Sand & 
Fun platform.
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Supporting Vision 2030 and Saudi Arabia’s General Aviation Ambitions

The launch of AERO Middle East x Sand & Fun 2026 directly supports Saudi Vision 2030’s 
aviation and mobility objectives, with a specific focus on the development of general aviation, 
business aviation, pilot training, aviation skills and next-generation air mobility.

Saudi Arabia has identified general aviation as a strategic enabler for regional connectivity, 
aerospace capability development, private and corporate aviation growth and future mobility 
innovation. National initiatives are focused on expanding general aviation infrastructure, activating 
dedicated GA airports, increasing pilot and aircraft activity and establishing regulatory frameworks 
to support advanced air mobility operations, including eVTOL deployment.

Azzan Mohamed, Managing Director, Messe Frankfurt Saudi Arabia, commented: “Our ambition 
with AERO Middle East x Sand & Fun is to establish one of the most important general aviation 
platforms globally. Thumamah provides a unique setting that allows us to deliver a truly integrated 
format, combining a world-class business exhibition with dynamic flying displays and meaningful 
public engagement. We are focused on attracting comprehensive international participation, from 
OEMs and regulators to investors, innovators, families and future aviation talent. This is more than 
an event; it is a long-term platform that will support the growth of general and business aviation in 
Saudi Arabia and position the Kingdom at the heart of the global aviation ecosystem, fully aligned 
with Vision 2030.”

His Excellency Dr. Ahmed Fahad Alfahaid, General Supervisor of the Saudi Aviation Club stated: 
“The launch of AERO Middle East x Sand & Fun 2026 marks a transformative milestone for the 
Kingdom’s aviation sector, reinforcing our commitment to becoming a global hub for general 
aviation and advanced air mobility. Through our partnership with Messe Frankfurt Middle East, we 
are not only showcasing world-class innovation but also creating a vital platform for international 
investment and strategic collaboration. This event is a direct catalyst for Saudi Vision 2030, driving 
our journey toward becoming a top-10 global general aviation market and inspiring the next 
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generation of Saudi aviators.”

Tobias Bretzel, Show Director of AERO, said: “We are very proud to see the launch of AERO 
Middle East happening in this promising market with our strong partner the Saudi Aviation Club 
and our colleagues from Messe Frankfurt Saudi Arabia. This further expansion of our global AERO 
show portfolio also reflects the strong growth and momentum we see at our leading European 
show AERO Friedrichshafen in Germany.”

Companies interested in participating as exhibitors, partners or sponsors can now register their 
interest via the official event website, with booking enquiries and early engagement opportunities 
now open.
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