
INDONESIAN T-50 CRASHES DURING AERIAL 
DISPLAY
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A Korea Aerospace Industries/Lockheed Martin T-50 Golden Eagle jet trainer/light combat 
aircraft belonging to the Indonesian air force crashed on 19 December, during an aerial 
display at Yogyakarta, Java.

The T-50 is believed to have been flying to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the air force’s flight 
school and local reports claim the supersonic aircraft spiralled to the ground, killing its pilot and co-
pilot.

Video footage shows the aircraft ascend to carry out manoeuvres, before abruptly descending and 
exploding on impact with the ground.
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This is the second known loss of a T-50 since its introduction 10 years ago. The first was in 
November 2012, when a South Korean air force pilot from the service's Black Eagles aerobatic 
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display team died when a T-50B trainer crashed into a mountainside in Hoengsong, 48nm (90km) 
east of Seoul.

Indonesia was the first export customer for the T-50 and had 16 of the type in service before the 
crash, Flightglobal’s Fleets Analyzer database shows, with an average fleet age of two years.

Other operators include the South Korean air force, which operates 105 of the type, and the 
Philippine air force, with two in service and 10 more on order. The Royal Thai Air Force ordered 
four under a deal signed in September, deliveries of which are expected to begin in 2018.

The Iraqi air force, meanwhile, has 24 on order, and media reports claim the first five from the 
2013 order have been handed over to the service.

Iraq was the second export customer for the type, agreeing to a buy $1.1 billion worth. At the point 
of the contract signing, it was slated the first aircraft would be delivered in April 2016, with all 24 to 
be transferred within 12 months.

The type is also being pitched for the US Air Force’s T-X trainer programme, and earlier this month 
KAI revealed the T-50-based offering it is proposing with Lockheed. The development will undergo 
ground tests in 2016 and flight trials in 2017.

22 DECEMBER 2015

SOURCE: FLIGHTGLOBAL
ARTICLE LINK:
https://to.50skyshades.com/news/events-festivals/indonesian-t-50-crashes-during-aerial-display 

© 2015-2026 50SKYSHADES.COM — Reproduction, copying, or redistribution for commercial purposes is prohibited. 2

https://to.50skyshades.com/news/events-festivals/indonesian-t-50-crashes-during-aerial-display

