EMIRATES SEEKS WOMEN PILOTS AT WOMEN IN
AVIATION CONFERENCE
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With women pilots and all-women flight crews making headlines at International Women’s
Day events around the globe on Tuesday it was easy to forget for a moment just how
imbalanced is the gender make-up of the cockpit crew at most carriers. And while social
media-friendly photo ops with all-women flight crews are never a bad thing — especially for
women and young girls around the world, many of whom might be seeing uniformed female
pilots for the first time — as RGN Contributing Editor Christine Negroni correctly pointed out
in a recent piece on gender parity on the flight deck, real change is only possible through
awareness and education.

And that's why events like the 27th annual Women in Aviation (WAI) conference, which runs today
through Saturday, March 12th in Nashville, Tennessee is such a big deal. Dedicated to the
encouragement and advancement of women in all aspects of aviation, this year's WAI conference
features education sessions covering everything from women in corporate aviation and
generational diversity in the workforce to “flight-planning your life-plan” to become the career
professional you want to be.

With more than 20 major airlines and LCCs in attendance, this year’s conference also concludes
on Saturday with an all-day Girls in Aviation event geared towards girls between the ages of 10
and 17. Aside from full access to the exhibition hall, Girls in Aviation Day attendees will also learn
how to read a sectional chart, learn the phonetic alphabet, fly a flight simulator, build an airport,
and even attend an on-site college fair with representatives from aviation-oriented schools around
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the country.

A former cabin crew member herself, Nicola Bean, HR specialist, Recruitment at Emirates Airlines
says the significance of events like the WAI conference cannot be understated. Particularly for
attendees from traditionally male-dominated cultures.

“The Middle East region has completely evolved in recent years, it's working culture is now
reflective of the cosmopolitan and dynamic cities that we live in such as Dubai,” says Bean. “The
gender imbalance still exists, as within most regions, but advances by women into senior
leadership roles have provided role model figures for many to aspire to.”
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