
A COMPACT, LIGHTWEIGHT JX TERMINAL TO 
MEET BUSINESS AVIATION CONNECTIVITY 
DEMAND - INMARSAT AND ORBIT

News /  Business aviation 

The business aviation market will have access to a new compact and lightweight terminal 
for Inmarsat's market-leading Jet ConneX (JX) inflight broadband solution from early next 
year, after the company expanded its partnership with Orbit Communication Systems, a 
leading provider of airborne communication solutions. 

Orbit's AirTRx30 terminal is progressing towards type approval on Inmarsat's global Ka-
band satellite network, which powers JX. The advanced system is compatible with a wide 
range of business jets, from super mid-size to large cabin platforms, and includes only two 
Line Replaceable Units (LRUs), consisting of a modem manager (MODMAN) and tail-
mounted antenna. The simplified architecture is optimised for efficient installation and 
weight savings, which in turn also helps to reduce its environmental impact.
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The AirTRX30 builds on patented Orbit aperture designs that are already used by 
Inmarsat's government customers and will also be compatible with upcoming Ka-band 
satellites that are being launched over the next few years as part of Inmarsat's ground-
breaking technology roadmap.

Kai Tang, Inmarsat's Head of Business Aviation, said: "Inmarsat has a successful track record of 
working with Orbit in the government market. We are delighted to build on this strong foundation 
and expand our partnership into business aviation. Inmarsat's Jet ConneX is already established 
as the gold standard of inflight broadband in business aviation, with more than 1,100 customers 
across the world. With demand for aircraft and the premium connectivity that supports those 
operators at historical highs, Inmarsat is excited to expand our partner ecosystem for Jet ConneX 
with world-class manufacturers such as Orbit."

Tuomo Rutanen, VP Sales and Business Development, Orbit Communication Systems, said: "We 
are very pleased to strengthen our partnership with Inmarsat and provide its Jet ConneX 
customers with a future-proof solution that can be used throughout the life of their aircraft. The 
open architecture and interfaces of our AirTRx30 terminal allow easy integration, ensuring 
flexibility and adaptability to passenger needs, which we know is more important than ever. 
Inmarsat's relentless focus on innovation is fully aligned with our own, and we look forward to 
working together in the business aviation market."

Orbit is currently working with OEMs, service providers and after-market partners to set-up 
distribution, certification, installation and customer support capabilities for the AirTRx30 globally. 
The company's commitment to quality is driven by its ISO9001, AS9100, AS6500 and various 
other certifications as well as a long legacy in designing and delivering qualified and proven 
solutions for extreme aeronautical, military and climate conditions. The AirTRx30 will be 
manufactured at Orbit's U.S. facility in Deerfield Beach, Florida and DO-160G qualified terminals 
will begin shipping in Q1 2023 or earlier.
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