
BERLIN'S DELAYED BRANDENBURG AIRPORT WILL 
NOT OPEN IN 2017
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The opening of Berlin's problem-plagued project, Brandenburg Airport, will not take place 
in 2017 as planned. The inauguration of the BER airport has already been delayed by six 
years.

The opening date for the German capital's new airport has been delayed again, the head of 
the Airport Berlin Brandenburg project announced on Saturday.

The latest delay has reportedly been caused by faulty wiring and problems with the control 
systems for nearly 1,200 doors. That has posed a safety risk in the event of a fire. There are 
also problems with the pipes in the fire sprinkler system.

Project chief Karsten Mühlenfeld said after consultations with all those involved in building 
the airport the risk of opening it this year was too high.  His official announcement 
confirmed what Berlin's mayor, Michael Müller, had indicated last year.

The new opening date has been set for sometime in 2018.
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After nearly 15 years in the planning process, construction on Berlin Brandenburg Airport began in 
2006 with a scheduled opening date of 2011. After a half dozen delays, the opening has been 
delayed by at least six years.

Opinions vary as to the reasons for the delays with some experts citing technical problems, 
shoddy construction and mismanagement.

The initial cost estimate of around 2 billion euros ($2.1 billion) has soared to nearly 6.5 billion 
euros ($7 million).

The Berlin Brandenburg Willy Brandt Airport in Schönefeld is supposed to replace the smaller and 
outdated Tegel Airport and Schönefeld Airport.
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