
TIMELINE OF FAKE BOMB THAT DIVERTED AIR 
FRANCE FLIGHT

News /  Airlines 

The latest developments on an Air France flight from Mauritius to Paris that was diverted to 
Kenya after a suspected bomb was found on it.

5:50 p.m.

The CEO of Air France says a device discovered in the bathroom of an Air France flight was a 
fake bomb.

The Boeing 777 was heading to Charles de Gaulle airport in Paris from Mauritius when its pilots 
requested an emergency landing at early Sunday in the Kenyan city of Mombasa.

Frederic Gagey, the head of the airline, said the device was made of cardboard, paper and a 
household timer. In a news conference in Paris, Gagey congratulated the crew for their cool-
headed reaction to divert the plane.

He says “this object did not contain explosives.”

Gagey says a safety check was carried out in the bathroom before the flight. He says passengers 
are checked, and sometimes double-checked on flights, and denied any security failure in the flight 
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Sunday.

4:55 p.m.

The Kenya Airports Authority has edited its announcement on Facebook regarding an explosive 
device aboard Air France Flight 463, which was diverted while en route to Paris.

The authority now says the Air France Boeing 777 made an emergency landing in Mombasa due 
to “a suspicious object.” Earlier Sunday, the post said security forces had foiled “a bombing 
attempt.”

The updated Facebook post indicated questions about whether the device, described by a security 
official as a box with a timer on top, was some kind of hoax.

France has been under a state of emergency since the Nov. 13 attacks in Paris that left 130 
people dead and hundreds wounded. The attacks were claimed by Islamic State militants.

3:30 p.m.

A Kenyan police official says no explosives have been found yet in a suspicious device left on an 
Air France flight that caused the plane to be diverted to Mombasa, Kenya.

The police official, who is part of the investigation and who insisted on anonymity because he is 
not authorized to speak to the media, said during the flight to Paris a passenger noticed something 
in one of the plane’s lavatories that looked like “a stopwatch mounted on a box.”

The passenger reported the suspicious device to the cabin crew and pilots requested an 
emergency landing.

The police official said the box has been taken apart and no explosives have been found but the 
digital watch has not yet been analyzed.

— by Tom Odula in Nairobi, Kenya

3:15 p.m.

A Kenyan police official says six passengers are being questioned over a suspected bomb found 
on an Air France plane that forced the jet flying to Paris from Mauritius to make an emergency 
landing in Kenya.

The police official, who insisted on anonymity because he is not authorized to speak to the media, 
said during the flight a passenger noticed something in a lavatory that looked like “a stopwatch 
mounted on a box.”

The passenger reported the device to the cabin crew, who informed the pilots, leading to an 
emergency landing at the airport in the Kenyan city of Mombasa.

The official said one of those being interrogated is the man who reported the package.

— by Tom Odula in Nairobi, Kenya

1:55 p.m.
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Flight 463 is Air France’s third plane to be diverted in recent weeks.

The plane flying from Mauritius to Paris was diverted early Sunday to the Kenyan city of Mombasa 
after a suspicious package was found. Bomb experts are examining it.

Two other Air France flights from the U.S. to Paris were diverted on Nov. 18 after bomb threats 
were received but no bombs were found.

France has been under a state of emergency since the Nov. 13 attacks in Paris that left 130 
people dead and hundreds wounded.

Islamic State extremists have claimed responsibility for the attacks in Paris as well as for the Oct. 
31 crash of a Russian passenger plane in the Sinai desert that killed all 224 people aboard. 
Moscow says that crash was caused by a bomb on the plane and has demanded that Egypt 
increase security at all its airports.

1:05 p.m.

Kenya’s interior minister says several people who were on Air France Flight 463 are being 
questioned in Mombasa.

Minister Joseph Nkaissery spoke at a news conference at the Mombasa airport, where the flight 
from Mauritius to Paris was diverted early Sunday at the request of its pilots. Authorities say a 
suspicious package was found in one of the plane’s lavatories and experts in Mombasa were 
examining it.

Air France says the plane was carrying 459 passengers and 14 crew members. Nkaissery did not 
say how many are being questioned or if they were passengers or crew.

The minister said another Air France plane will pick up the passengers once the interrogations are 
done. He did not say how long that would take.

11:30 a.m.

Air France says investigators are working to confirm whether the package found on Flight 463 
contained explosives.

The Boeing 777 was heading to Charles de Gaulle airport in Paris from Mauritius when its pilots 
requested an emergency landing at 12:37 a.m. Sunday in the Kenyan city of Mombasa.

Kenyan authorities said the suspected device was found in one of the plane’s lavatories.

The Air France spokeswoman, who could not be named to discuss the ongoing investigation, said 
local authorities were also interviewing passengers. The airline has sent a substitute plane to pick 
up the passengers.

11:05 a.m.

A passenger on Air France Flight 463 says everything was calm and passengers thought there 
was simply a technical problem as their flight to Paris was being diverted to the Kenyan city of 
Mombasa.

Passenger Benoit Lucchini says “the plane just went down slowly, slowly, slowly. So we just 
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realized probably something was wrong, but the personnel of Air France were just great. They 
were just wonderful. So they kept everybody calm. We did not know what was happening.”

He spoke to journalists in Mombasa after getting off the plane.

Kenyan police say the flight from Mauritius was diverted after pilots requested an emergency 
landing at 12:37 a.m. on Sunday. The Kenyan Airports Authority says a suspected explosive 
device was found in the plane’s lavatory.

10:15 a.m.

The Kenya Airports Authority says what is “believed to be an explosive device has successfully 
been retrieved” from an Air France flight.

Police say Air France Flight 463 was heading to Charles de Gaulle airport in Paris from Mauritius 
when the pilots requested an emergency landing at the Moi International Airport in the Kenyan 
coastal city of Mombasa at 12:37 a.m. Sunday.

Police spokesman Charles Owino says the device was discovered in a lavatory of the Boeing 777. 
He says all of the plane’s 459 passengers and 14 crew were safely evacuated and bomb experts 
are studying the device.

The Airports Authority, in a Twitter post, says normal flight operations have resumed at Mombasa.
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