
CEO: ETHIOPIAN TO DECIDE ON EXTRA-LONG-
HAUL FLEET BY YEAR END

News /  Airlines 

Ethiopian Airlines CEO Tewolde Gebremariam has confirmed to ATW the carrier is 
evaluating extra-long haul aircraft and hopes to have a decision by year end.

"The extra-long-haul fleet selection is still in progress. There is a committee working on the 
evaluation and the committee has not yet made any recommendation to the executive 
management," Gebremariam told ATW.

Several media outlets reported last week that Ethiopian is considering buying either 15 to 20 
Airbus A350-1000s or Boeing 777Xs.

ATW previously reported this evaluation process started in January 2015, "but we hope to finalize 
it before the end of the calendar year," Gebremariam said.

According to latest media reports, the carrier deemed the 777X could be better suited its 
operations, because the high-altitude hub Addis Ababa puts a strain on aircraft performance.
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Ethiopian is currently implementing a 15-year strategic plan, Vision 2025, that will see it become 
the leading aviation group in Africa. The carrier operates a fleet of 76 aircraft.

In the meantime, the Star Alliance carrier is preparing for Airbus A350-900 operations as it is 
expects to begin taking delivery of its first of 14 of the type from 2016.

According to its website, Ethiopian has a further 20 Boeing 737 MAX 8s, six 787-8s and two 777-
200Fs on order.
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